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Minutes of a meeting of the Road Safety Committee Meeting held on Wednesday, 25th September 2024 
commencing at 7.00 p.m. 
 
Present:     Cllr P Mackenzie (Chairman) Cllr M Barnes (Vice-Chairman) 
    Cllr J Beadle   Cllr G Fancourt    
    Cllr K Poole 
       
In attendance:   Mrs C Woodward, Clerk of the Council 
    Mrs L Stewart, Clerk’s Assistant 
    
 
RS/01/24 Election of Committee Chairman 
 

Cllr Barnes PROPOSED that Cllr Mackenzie was elected as the Committee Chairman for the 
current municipal year.  Cllr Mackenzie accepted the nomination.  Cllr Beadle SECONDED.   

 
  FOR:   UNANIMOUS 
 
 
RS/02/24 Apologies for Absence 
  

  Apologies had been received from Cllr Roberts.   
 
 

RS/03/24  Election of the Committee Vice-Chairman 
 
  Cllr Mackenzie PROPOSED that Cllr Barnes should be elected as the Committee Vice-Chairman 

for the current municipal year.  Cllr Barnes accepted the nomination. Cllr Fancourt SECONDED.  
 
  FOR:  UNANIMOUS 
 
 
RS/04/24  Declarations of Interest 
 

  No declarations, as required by the Code of Conduct adopted by the Parish Council on 12th April 
2023 (Minute Ref C/85/23 refers), were made.   

 
 

RS/05/24 Minutes of the Previous Meeting 
 

 Cllr Barnes PROPOSED that the Minutes of the Road Safety Committee meeting that took place 
on 29th November 2023 should be approved as a true and accurate record.  Cllr Fancourt 
SECONDED. 
 
FOR:   Cllr Barnes  Cllr Fancourt 
    Cllr Mackenzie 
 
ABSTENTIONS:  Cllr Beadle  Cllr Poole 
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RS/06/24 Matters Arising from the Previous Meeting 
 

RS/06/23 Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) – The VAS was up and running and had now been 
moved to its fourth location.  
 
RS/07/23 Auto Speedwatch Camera – The Speedwatch Camera, although sent back for repair 
was still faulty (further update under Min Ref: RS/08/24).  
 

 
RS/07/24 Vehicle Activation Sign (VAS) 
 

 The Clerk confirmed that she had requested further brackets but these had not yet been 
received.  
 
The battery was working effectively now that it was being charged for longer periods of time.  
 
 

RS/08/24 Community Speedwatch Camera 
 
The Clerk explained that there had been a lot of problems in with the Speedwatch Camera.  It 
had been returned to the manufacturers for repair but, even after this, did not work and the 
battery would not hold charge. Community Speedwatch had provided a new camera which was 
now in place and several speeders had already been logged.  
 
It had been recommended that the trigger speed was set at 40mph, instead of 35, if there was a 
lot of traffic along the road. This would reduce the amount of vehicles needing to be verified as 
this could be time consuming.  Cllr Mackenzie PROPOSED approval of this.  
 
FOR:   UNANIMOUS 
 
The Speedwatch Officer at GCC had suggested installation of two signs, each at some distance 
either side of the camera.  Cllr Poole PROPOSED approval of installation of signs at the 
proposed locations.  Cllr Barnes SECONDED.  
 
FOR:   UNANIMOUS 

 
 
RS/09/24 Village Gateways 
 

Members discussed where potential gateways could be installed (Min Ref: C/23/23 and RS/08/23 
refer) and looked at various designs. It was felt that some of the entrances into the parish had 
less potential for speeding, however, Cllr Mackenzie believed that the gateways would also act as 
a ‘welcome’ to Northway.  
 
Members recalled that County Councillor Smith had previously offered to contribute towards the 
cost of village gateways in Northway.     
 
Cllr Mackenzie PROPOSED that the Road Safety Committee recommended installation of village 
gateways (with 30mph sign) to Full Council, with the locations prioritised as follows: 
 
1.  Hardwick Bank Road M5 bridge.  
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RS/09/24 Village Gateways (continued) 
 

2.  Northway Lane M5 bridge. 
3.  Northway Lane humpback bridge.  
4.  Grange Road (it was suggested that, since the future of the level crossing was uncertain, it 

might not be worth purchasing a village gateway for this location).  
 
FOR:  UNANIMOUS 
 
It was further AGREED that County Councillor Smith should be approached about funding 
towards this project. 
 
 

RS/10/24 Disabled Bays 
 
 There was no available update regarding repainting of the disabled bays at the Northway Centre 

(Min Ref: C/59/24 refers).  
 
 
RS/11/24 Speeding 
 
 Members considered further ways to mitigate speeding in the parish. Bin stickers and child 

bollards were considered as options.  Cllr Poole offered to contact the local schools about design 
of signs or bin stickers for, she wondered whether the local PCSO’s could also be asked to give a 
talk on speeding for the students.  

 
  
RS/12/24 Bridges in Northway 

 
i. M5 Overbridge, Northway Lane – It was confirmed that the Clerk had written to County 

Councillor Smith to accept his offer of addressing the issue of the railing height, and recent 
suicide attempts, with the local MP, Cameron Thomas (Min Ref: C/194/24 refers).  

  
ii. M5 Overbridge, Hardwick Bank Road – It was felt that the railings on this bridge, 

although low, were less of an issue as there was less football.  It was also noted that half 
of the bridge fell in Wychavon Council.  

 
iii. Northway Lane Humpback Bridge – Cllr Barnes mentioned previous promises of a 

pedestrian bridge many years before.  The Clerk explained that plans for this had been 
drawn up but there had not been any way of funding its construction.  There were also 
issues regarding ownership.  

 
 Cllr Fancourt mentioned that he had reported overgrowth on the bridge but only some of 

this had been cut back.  
 
 
RS/13/24 General Road Safety Matters 
 
  Cllr Mackenzie felt strongly that the Parish Council needed to demand the guarantee of a better 

route around Northway with the upcoming developments either side of it.  
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RS/13/24 General Road Safety Matters 
 

Cllr Barnes assured Members that he regularly raised the issue of Northway Lane and The Park 
being a rat run at the Garden Community meetings.  He also mentions that previous road traffic 
assessments would be invalid once the outlet centre was in place, this would create gridlock and 
divert even more traffic into Northway.   
 
 

RS/14/24 Correspondence received after 19th September 2024 
 

No further correspondence was received. 
 
 
 
 
 
 
As there was no other business the meeting concluded at 7:40 p.m. 

 
 


